HOLLAND PARK SCHOOL I 2025-2026

COURSE OVERVIEW: GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

	Exam Board
	AQA (8702)

	Specification
	https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-8702/specification

	Assessment
	Two written exams:
· Paper 1: Shakespeare & the 19th-Century Novel
· Write in detail about an extract from the text (printed in the paper) and then write about the text as a whole.
· Section A: Macbeth
· Section B: A Christmas Carol
· 1 hour 45 minutes
· 64 marks
· 40% of GCSE
· Paper 2: Modern Texts & Poetry
· Section A: Animal Farm – a choice of two questions, closed book
· Section B: AQA Power & Conflict Anthology – compare one given poem (printed on the paper) with one other poem from the anthology (chosen by you)
· Section C: Unseen Poetry – write about one unseen poem in detail (Q1); compare the methods used in the first unseen poem with the methods used in a second unseen poem (Q2)
· 2 hours 15 minutes
· 96 marks
· 60% of GCSE

	Map of Learning Overview
	Year 10:
· Autumn 2: Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol (Paper 1)
· Spring 1 & 2: Shakespeare’s Macbeth (Paper 1)
· Spring 2 & Summer 1: George Orwell’s Animal Farm (Paper 2)
Year 11:
· Autumn 1 – Spring 1: AQA Power & Conflict Anthology / Unseen Poetry (Paper 2)
· Spring 1: Paper 1 Revision
· Spring 2 & Summer 1: Papers 1 & 2 Revision

	Revision Resources
	· Knowledge Organisers for Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, Animal Farm and the AQA Power & Conflict Anthology
· Key ideas in back of workbooks

	Additional Resources (optional)
	· York Notes Revision Guides (all texts)
· CGP Revision Guides (all texts)

	Teacher contacts
	· Head of Department: Mr A Waterhouse (4.02 & 4.14A) – Aaron.Waterhouse@hollandparkschool.co.uk 
· Second in Charge: Mr C White (4.09) – Conor.White@hollandparkschool.co.uk
· Assistant Principal: Mr B Arnold (2.25) – Benjamin.Arnold@hollandparkschool.co.uk



